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 By Mandy Cohen and Aisling Brown, Speech. They also note that students from racially and economically diverse families and
schools can learn to read using “identity-neutral” instructional methods as well as methods that affirm their “valued identities.”

When speaking of low-income students in particular, they contend that “a focus on literacy as a critical foundation for success in
school and in the broader society is not inherently anti-poor and should not be construed as being valorized by the federal

government.” That’s why they’re actively working to reform the Elementary and Secondary Education Act. The reform they’ve
proposed, which is currently in the form of legislation, doesn’t really talk about anti-racist materials. It also contains a provision

that requires schools to provide “supportive environments” for Native American languages, which is a nice provision, but it
doesn’t do much to address a larger problem: Native American students are not the majority of students enrolled in bilingual

education programs. They’re there because of historical trauma that’s based on a narrative that’s not only racist, but anti-Indian
and anti-Native American. As Tanya Honig puts it, “These were schools founded to marginalize and control Native Americans,
and a lot of the language in that ESEA is a reflection of that.” And by ignoring the history of the people they’re helping, the new

ESEA also ignores the larger context of native language support in education in the United States. How Native American
Language Matters “Native American languages have often been the target of ‘one-drop’ policies or language assimilation

programs,” they write. One-drop policies, or “Anglo-European Only” policies, are the two-decade old policy of trying to make
sure that Native American students don’t learn their native languages. This used to be a matter of racial segregation in schools,
but it’s also a problem in some areas where Native American families move into white communities. But in the case of Native
American children, it’s a problem of trauma. In the early days of the school system, most Native Americans were forcefully

removed from their homes and forced to attend boarding schools where they were taught to speak English. The message was:
You don’t speak your own 82157476af
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